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Points to Note for Applicants for Film Censorship

B mE R AR

This document should be read by all persons who submit to the Film Censorship Authority (“FCA”) applications
in relation to film censorship (“film censorship applications”) (which includes applications for Certificate of
Approval, Certificate of Exemption, Certificate for Packaging, and Certificate for Advertising Material),
applications for replacement certificate, or notification of publication of a physical storage medium for films. It
should be read in conjunction with the Film Censorship Ordinance (Cap. 392) (“FCO”), the Film Censorship
Guidelines for Censors published by the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development pursuant to section
30 of the FCO, all other relevant documents provided by the Office for Film, Newspaper and Article
Administration (“OFNAA”) in the course of the film censorship process, and all conditions set out in the relevant
certificates.
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When the applicant submits a film to the FCA pursuant to section 8 of the FCO for film censorship, the FCA will
consider, among other things, whether the applicant has provided the information required on the relevant
application form, the condition of the film record submitted and whether the film record is functioning normally,
whether the film record submitted is in a format acceptable by the FCA, and the availability of a film viewing
session, when deciding whether to accept the film submitted. The applicant should not assume a film is accepted
by the FCA upon submission of a film censorship application.
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OFNAA bears no responsibility for any damage caused to the film record during the submission or censorship
process. Pursuant to section 27(1) of the FCO, all losses and expenses incurred during the submission or
censorship process shall be borne by the person submitting the film. The applicant should therefore ensure that
the film record submitted to the FCA for film censorship is only a copy of the film. If a film record is found to be
abnormal in appearance or functionality, the FCA may refuse to accept it and request submission of another record
to his satisfaction.

527 IR E 2L 28 EHEIE 218 - RIS & E - R (RE1D 565 21(DIk > EESdeEE A
SRS [ —UHER B > S R R B AOKIE » B AN ILIERE (R 2 8B DU R AT
IR Rys 7 HIHEA © A2 R ARSI MBIBGEIE R - BB nHEE RN TR A E AN SITEE S HimE
HYRRAS

Under the FCO, the making of a decision by a censor for a film which requires classification shall not be later than
14 days after the film is accepted by the FCA or such a longer period as the Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development may allow. For a film exempted from classification, the FCA will issue a Certificate of Exemption
not later than five working days after the film is accepted by the FCA. The applicant should plan the film exhibition
date in the light of these time frames. In case the time available for film censorship falls short of these time frames,
the film censorship process will unlikely be completed by the intended film exhibition date indicated by the
applicant. OFNAA is not obliged to complete the film censorship process before the intended film exhibition date
indicated by the applicant.
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Where practicable, OFNAA will endeavour to achieve the following performance targets—

o  Films requiring classification:
Seven working days for assigning a film viewing session after the film is submitted
Eight working days for notifying applicants of a film classification decision after the film is accepted by the
FCA
o  Films exempted from classification:
Three working days for issue of a Certificate of Exemption after the film is accepted by the FCA
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Should there be any change or update to any information submitted to OFNAA in the film censorship application,
the applicant should notify OFNAA in writing as soon as practicable. Changes or updates submitted are accepted
only upon confirmation by OFNAA.
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Pursuant to section 10(8) of the FCO, a prescribed fee shall be payable for a film requiring classification if the film
has already been dealt with under section 10 of the FCO. Pursuant to section 9(5) of the FCO, a prescribed fee
shall be payable for a film exempted from classification if the film has already been dealt with under section 9 of
the FCO. Irrespective of whether the certificate applied for is collected by the applicant or whether the film is
approved for exhibition, the prescribed fee is payable by the applicant.
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At the completion of the film censorship process, OFNAA will notify the applicant of the decision of the FCA or
the censor. The applicant is required to settle the payable fees and collect the certificate applied for within 14 days
of the notification. The applicant is also required to collect the film record submitted to the FCA within 14 days
of the notification of the decision. If the film record is not collected by the applicant after this period, OFNAA
will dispose of the relevant film as it deems appropriate. If the censor has decided that an excision or addition of
a notice to the relevant film is needed, the applicant is required to submit the modified film to the FCA within 14
days of the notification, or else the application is deemed to be withdrawn.
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(8) Information provided by the applicant on the relevant application form to OFNAA will be used to:

o facilitate the processing of the film censorship application, application for replacement certificate; application
for viewing films, packaging and advertising material in repository; or notification of publication of a physical
storage medium for films to the FCA;

o enable OFNAA to enforce relevant laws and/or provisions stipulated in the relevant certificate; and

o enable the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region to make contact with the applicant
with regard to the application / notification and other related matters.

Personal information provided in this form may be disclosed to other bureaux or departments of the Government
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for the purposes set out above if and when necessary. If the
applicant wishes to access or correct any personal information provided in this form, please contact us.
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Office for Film, Newspaper and Article Administration
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